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AN 


Authentic, Candid, and Circumftantial 


NARRATIVE, 


OF THE 
Aftonifhing Tranfa€tions at Stockwell, 


In the County of Suray, 


On MONDAY and TUESDAY, the 6th and 7th 
Days of JANUARY, 1772, 


A Series of the moft furprifing and unac- 
countable Events that ever happened, 
which continued from firft to laft, 
upwards of Twenty Hours, 

and at different Places. _ 


Publifhed with the Confent and Approbation of the 
Family and other Parties concerned, to Authenticate 
_ which, the original Copy is figned by them, 


LONDON: 


Printed for Bairey, No. 42, Bifbop/eate-Streete 


MDCCLEXII. 
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A 
NARRATIVE, 


EFORE we enter upon a defcrip- 
tion of the moft extraordinary 


tranfaétions that perhaps ever hap- 
pened, we fhall begin with an account of 
the parties who were principally concerned, 
and in juftice to them, give their charac- 
ters; by which means the impartial world 
may be enabled to form fome judgment 
what credit is due to the following nar- 
rative, | 


The events indeed are of fo ftrange and 
fingular a nature, that we cannot be at all 
furprifed the public fhould be doubtful 
of the truth of them, more efpecially as 
there have been too many impofitions 
of this fort; but let us confider, here 
are no finifter ends to be anfwered, no 
con- 
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contributions to hie withed nor ‘would 


‘be accepted, as the parties are in reputable 
fituations and good circumftances, parti- 
cularly Mrs. Golding, who is a lady of an 
independent fortune: Richard Fowler and 
his wife might be looked upon as an ex- 
ception to this affertion, but as their lofs 
was trivial, they muft be left out of the 
queflion, except fo far as they “a cor- 
evidences. 


"Mr. Pain’s maid lof nothing. 3 


How or by what means thefe tranfac- 
tions were brought about, time only will 
difcover, if that ever happen: We have 
only now to reft. our confidence on the ve- 
of the parties, whofe ‘Gefcriptions 
out the leaft deviation ; nothing’ here 
offered is either exaggerated. or diminithed, 


cm 


the, whole ftated. in, the cleareft _ manner, 


juft as they, occurred, and as we 
Jay. them before the candid and paral 


rt? 


Golding: an elderly ‘Stock. 
‘ean in ‘Surry, at whofe houfe the tranfac- 


tions began, was born in the fame parifh | 
(of 
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(of Lambeth) has lived in it ever fince, 
and ‘has always been well known, and 
refpe&ed as a gentlewoman of unblemifhed 
honor and charaéter. 


Mrs.° Pain, a niece of Mrs. Golding, has 
been married feveral years to Mr... Pain, 
a farmer, at Brixton-Caufeway, a little 
above Mr. Angel's, has feveral children, are 
well known and refpeéted in the parifh. 


— Mary Martin, Mr. Pain’s fervant, an 
elderly woman, has lived two years with 
them, and four years with Mrs. Golding, 
where fhe came from. 


Richard Fowler, lives almoft oppofite 
to Mr, Pain, at the Brick-Pound, an 
honett, induftrious and fober man. 


Sarah Fowler, wife to the above, an 
induftrious and fober woman. 


The above are the fubfcribing evidences 
that we muft reft the truth of the faé&s 
upon: yet there are numbers of other 
perfons who were eye-witnefles of many 
of the tranfa&tions, during the time they 
happened, all of whom muft acknowledge. 
the truth of them, 
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Another perfon who bore a principal 
part im thefe fcenes was, Ann Robinfon, 
Mrs. Golding’s maid, a young woman, 
about twenty years old, who had lived 
with her but one week and three days. 


I fhall not take up any more of the 
reader's attention from the narrative, but 
begin as follows. | 


On Monday, January the 6th, 1772, 
about ten o'clock in the forenoon, as: Mrs, 
Golding was in her parlour, fhe heard the 
-china and glaffes in the back kitchen tum- 
ble down and break; her maid came to 
her and told her the ftone plates were fall- 
ing from the fhelf; Mrs. Golding went 
into the kitchen and faw them broke. 
Prefently after, a row of plates from the 
next fhelf fell down likewife, while fhe was . 1 
there, and nobody near them ; this aftonifh- ci 
ed her much, and while fhe was thinking 
about it, other things in different places be- 
| gan to tumble about, fome of them break- 
ing, attended with violent noifes all over the 
houfe ; a clock tumbled down and the cafe 
broke ; a lanthorn that hung on the fair- 
cafe.was thrown down and the glafs broke 
to 
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to pieces; an earthen pan of falted 7 
broke to pieces and the beef fell about; 
all this increafed her furprife, and brought 
feveral perfons about her, among whom 
was Mr. Rowlidge, a carpenter, who gave 
it as his opinion that the foundation was 
giving way and that the houfe was tumble- 
ing down, occafioned by the too great 
weight of an additional room ereéted 
above: fo ready are we to difcover natu- 
ral caufes for every thing! But no fuch 
thing happened as the reader will find, 
for whatever was the caufe, that caufe 
ceafed almoft as foon as Mrs, Golding and 
her maid left any place, and followed 
them wherever they went. Mrs. Golding 
run into Mr. Gre/ham’s houfe, a gentleman 
living next door to her, weere fhe fainted. 


In the interim, Mr. Rowlidge, and other 
perfons were removing Mrs. Golding’s ef- 
feéts from her houfe, for fear of the con- 
fequences he had prognolticated. At this 
time all was quiet; Mrs. Golding’s maid re- 
maining in her houfe, was gone up flairs, 
and when called upon feveral times to 
come down, for fear of the dangerous 
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_ fituation fhe was thought to be in, the 
anfwered very coolly, and ‘after fome time 
came down as deliberately, without any 
feeming fearful apprehenfions. 


Pain was fent for from Brixton. 
Caufeway, and defired to come direétly, as 
her aunt was fuppofed to~be dead ;—this 
was the meflage to her. When Mrs. Pain 
came, Mrs. Golding was come to herfelf, 
but very faint. 


Among the perfons who were prefent, 


-was Mrs, Gardner, a furgeon, of Clapham; 


whom Mrs. Pain defired to bleed her aunt, 
which he did; Mrs. Pain afked him if the 
blood fhould be thrown away ; he defired 
it might not, as he would examine it 
when cold.  Thefe minute particulars 
would not be taken notice of, but as a 
chain to what follows. For the next cir- 
cumftance is of a more aftonifhing nature 
than any thing that had preceded it; the 
blood that was juft congealed, fprung out 
of the bafon upon the floor, and prefently 
after the bafon broke to pieces: this china 


bafon was the only thing broke belonging 
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to Mr. Grefham ; a bottle of rum that ftood 
by it broke at the fame time. 


' Amongft the things that were removed. 


to Mr, Grefham’s, was a tray full of china, 
'&c. a japan bread-bafket, fome mahogany 
waiters, with fome bottles of liquors, jars 
of pickles, &c. and a pier glafs, which was 
taken down by Mr. Saville, (a neighbour 
of Mrs. Golding’s) he gave it to one Robert 
Hames, who laid it on the grafs-plat at 
_ Mr. Grefham’s; but before he could put it 


out of his hands, fome parts of the frame ° 


on each fide flew off; it raining at that 
time, Mrs. Golding defired it might be 
brought into the parlour, where it was put 
under a fide-board, and a drefling glafs 
along with it; it had not been there long 
before the glaffes and china which ftood 
on the fide-board, began to tumble about 
and fall down, and broke both the glaffes 


to pieces. Mr. Saville and. others being 


afked to drink a glafs of wine or rum, both 
the bottles broke in pieces before a 
were uncorked. “vari 


Golding’s furprize and fear increat- 


ing, fhe did not know what to do or where. 
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7 ‘make her as s happy as the could, hoping by 
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to ga; wherever fhe and her maid were, thefe 
firange deftrutive circumftances followed 
her, and how to help or free herfelf from 
them; was not in her power or any otber 
perion’s prefent:' her mind was one con~ 
fufed chaos, lof to herfelf and every thing 
about her, drove from herown home, and 
afvaid there .would be none other to receive 
her; at fhe left Mr. Grefham’s, and 
to Mr. ‘Maylng's, a gentleman at the 
next door, here fhe ftaid about three quar- 
ters of an hour, during which time no- 


' thing happened. Her maid ftaid at Mr. 


Grefham’s;:to help put up what few things 
rémainedr unbroke of her miftrefs’s, in a 
back: apartment, when a jar of pickles 
that flood: upon a table turned upfide 


down, then: a jar of rafberry jam broke to 


pieces, «méxt two mahogany waiters and 
a broke ia a0 


Rain, not her aunt hould 
Mr. Mayling’s, for fear of 


being=troublefome, perfwaded her to go to 


her houfe at Rufh Common,. near Brixton 
Caufeway, where fhe would endeavour to 


this 
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this time all, was over, as nothing had 
happened at that gentleman’s houfe while 
fhe was there, This. was about tw 
o'clock in the afternoon, 


Mr. and Mifs Grefham were at Mri 
Pain’s houfe, when Mrs. Pain, Mrs. 
Golding, and her maid went there. It 
being about dinner time they all dined to- 
gether; in the interim, Mrs, Golding’s 
fervant was fent to her houfe to fee 
how things remained, When fhe re- 
turned, fhe told them nothing had hap- 
pened fince they left it. Some time af- 
ter Mr, Grefham and Mifs went home 
every thing remaining quiet at Mr. Pain’s; 
But about eight oclock in the evening a 
frefth fcene began, the firft thing that hap- 
pened, was, a whole row of pewter difhes, 
except one, fell from off a fhelf to the mid- 
die of the floor, rolled about a little while, 
than fetsled,. and what is almoft beyond 
belief, as foon as they were quiet, turned 
upfide down; they were then put on the 
‘drefler, and went through the fame a fe- 
cond time: next fell a whole row of pew- 
ter plates from off the fecond fhelf over 

the 


4 
¥ 
° 
\ 
> 
~* 


( 44) 


the dreffer ‘to the ground; and ‘being taken 


up and put on the dreffer one in another, 


_ they were thrown down again. 


The next thing was two eggs that were 
upon one of the pewter fhelves, one of them 
flew off, croffed the kitchen, ftruck a cat on 
the head, and then broke to pieces. — 


‘ Next Mary Martin, Mrs. Pain’s fervant, 


‘went to ftir the kitchen fire, fhe got to the 


right ‘hand fide of it, being a large chim- 
ney as is ufual in fatm houfes, a peftle and 
mortar that ftood nearer the left hand end 
of the chimney fhelf, jumped about fix 
feet on the floor. Then went candlefticks 
and other brafles: fcarce any thing re- 
‘maining in its place. After this the glaffes 
and china were put down on the floor for 
fear of undergoing the fame fate, they pre- 
fently began to dance and tumble about, 
‘and then broke to pieces. A tea pot that 
was among them, flew to Mrs. oumnge 
maid’s foot and ftruck it. hie 


A glafs tumbler that was put on, the 
floor jumped about two feet and then 
broke. Another that ftood by it jumped 
‘about at the fame time, but did not break 


till fome hours after, when it jumped 
again 
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again and then broke. A china bowl that 
ftood in the parlour jumped from the floor 
to behind a table that ftoodthere. This 
was moft aftonifhing, as the diftance from 
where it ftood was between feven and 
eight feet, but was not broke. It was put 
back by Richard Fowler, to its place, 
where it remained fome time, and then 
flew to pieces, | 


The next thing that followed was a 
-muftard pot, that jumped out ‘of a clofet 
and was broke. A fingle cup that ftood upon 
the table, (almoft the only thing remaining) 
jumped up, flew acrofs the kitchen, ring- 
ing like a bell, and then was dafhed to 
pieces againft the drefler. A candleftick that | 
ftood on the chimney fhelf flew acrofs the 
kitchen to the parlour door, at about fif- 
teen feet diftance. A tea kettle under the 
drefler, was thrown out about two feet, 
another kettle that ftood at one end of the 
range, was thrown againft the iron that is 
fixed to prevent children falling into the 
fire. A tumbler with rum and water in 
it, that ftood upon a waiter upon a table 
in the parlour, jumped about ten feet and 

was 


, 
« t4 
4 
i= 

a 

4 

4 

é 

> 


. 


( 46 ) 


‘was broke. The table then fell down, | 
‘ahd along with it a filver tankard belonging 
to Mrs. Golding, the waiter in which had 
ftood the tumbler atid a candleftick. A cafe 
‘bottle then flew to pieces. 


The next circumftance, was a ham that 


‘hung in one fide of the-kitchen chimney, it 


raifed itfelf from the hook and fell down to 
the ground. Some time after, another ham 
that hung on the other fide of the chimney, 
hikewife underwent the fame fate. Thena 


‘fitch of bacon which hung up inthe fame _ 
chimney fell down. 


All the family were eye witnefles to 


‘thefe citcumftances as well as other per- 


fons, fome of whom were fo alarmed and 


-fhocked, that they could not bear to fay, 
“and was happy in getting away, though the 
‘whhappy family were left in the midft of 
‘their diftreffes. Moft of the genteel fa- 
‘milies around were continually fending to 
‘enquire after them, and whether all was 
over or not. Is it not furprifing that 
-fome atnong them had not the inclination 


and refolution to try to unravel this moft 


affair, at a time when it would 


have been in their power to have done fo; 
| | There 
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there certainly was fafficient time for {6 
doing, as the whole from firft to laft con+ 
tinued upwards of twenty hours. ‘an 
At all the titnes of a€tion, Mrs. Golding’s 
fervant- was walking backwards and for- 
wards, either in the kitchen or parlour, or 
wherever fome of the family happened to 
be. Nor could they get her to fit down 
five minutes together, except at one titne 
for about half an hour towards the morn- 
ing, when the family were at prayers 
in the parlour ; then all was quiet ; 
but in the midft of the greateft confufion, 
fhe was as much compofed as at any other | 
time, and with uncommon coolnefs of tem- 
per advifed her miftrefs not to be alarmed 
or uneafy, as fhe faid thefe things could not 
be helped. Thus fhe argued as if they 
were common occurrences which muf 
happen in every family. 


This advice furprifed and ftartled her 
~miftrefs, almoft as much as the circume- 
{tances that occafioned it. For how can 
we fuppofe that a girl of about twenty 
years old; (an age when female timidity is 
too often affifted by fuperftition) could 
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-gemain in the midft of fuch calamitous 
circumftances (except they proceeded from 
caufes beft known to herfelf) and not be 
ftruck with the fame terror as every other 
perfon was who was prefent; Thefe. re- 
fleGtions led Mr. Pain, and at the end of 
tranfaGtions, likewife. Mrs, Golding, to 
think that fhe was not altogether fo un- 
«concemmed as fhe appeared to be. But 
hitherto, the whole remains myfterious. amt 
_unravelled, 


~ About ten o'clock at night, they fent 
‘over the way to Richard Fowler, to defire 
he would come and ftay with them. He 
‘came and continued till one in the morn- 
ing, and was fo terrified that he could remain 
“no longer. 


“As Mrs. Golding could not be perfua- 
‘ded to go to bed, Mrs. Pain at that time 
(one o'clock) made an excufe to go up 
_ftairs to her youngeft child, under pretence 
“of getting it to fleep, but fhe really ac- 
knowledges it was through | fear, as fhe 
_ declares fhe could not fit ap to fee fuch 
“flrange things going on, as every thing 
“one ‘after another was broke, till there 
~ was not above ‘two or three cups and fau- 

cers 


‘ 
ye 
4 
4 
>, 
4 
2 
4q 
4 
4 
Fat 
< 
ow 
5 
Pa 
«a 
x 
“2 
ts 
‘ 
4 
e 
ad 
43 
ty 
Py 4] i 


19° )) 


cers femaining out of a confiderable quantity 
of china, &c. which was deftroyed to the 


amount of fome pounds. 


“About five clock on Tuefday morning, 


Mrs. Golding | went up to her niece, and 
defired her to get up, as the noifes and 
deftru€ion. were fo great fhe could conti- 
nue in the houfe ‘no longer. At this time 
all the tables, chairs, drawers, &c. where 
tumbling about. When Mts. Pain came 
down, it was amazing beyond all de- 
{fcription! their only fecurity then was 
to quit the houfe for fear of the fame ca- 
taftrophe, as had been expected the morn- 
ing before, at Mrs. Golding’s: in confe- 
uence of this refolution, Mrs. Golding 
and her maid went over the way to 
Richard Fowler’s: When Mrs. Golding’s 
maid had. feen her fafe to Richard 
Fowler’s, fhe came back to Mrs. Pain, to 
help her to drefs the children in the barn, 
where fhe had carried them for fear of the 
houfe falling. At this time all was quiet 
they then went to Fowler’s, and then be- 
gan the fame fcene as had happened at the 
other places, It be remarked, all 
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was quict here as well as elfewhere, til 
he maid returned. 


When they got to Mr. Fowler’s, he 
began to light a fire in his back room. 
When done, he put the candle and can- 
dleftick upon.a table in the fore room. 
This apartment Mrs. Golding and her 
maid had paffed through. Another can- 
Gleflick with a tin lamp in it that ftood 
by it, were both dathed together, and fell 
to the ground. A lanthorn with which 
Mrs. Golding was lighted with crofs 
the road, fprung from a hook to the 
ground, and a quantity of oil fpilled on 
the floor. The laft thing was the bafket 
of coals tumbled over; the coals rolling 
about the room; the maid then defired 
- Richard Fowler not to let her miftrefs 
remain there, as fhe faid, wherever fhe 
was, the fame things would follow. In 
confequence of this advice, and fearing 
greater loffes to himfelf, he defired the 
would quit his houfe; but firft begged her 
to confider within herfelf, for her own 
and the public’s fake, whether or not fhe 
had not been guilty of fome atrocious 
‘stipe, for which providence was determin- 


ed 


4 
; 
¥ 
4 
. 
tos 
a 
— 
@ 
+7 
a 
~ 
“A 
» 
dia 
» 
=» 
an 
ty 
od 
‘ 
~~ 


( a) 


ed to purfue her on this fide the grave, for 
he could not help thinking, fhe was the 
obje& that was to be made an example to 
pofterity, by the all feeing eye of providence, 
for crimes which but too often none but that 
providence can penetrate, and by fuch means 
as thefe bring to light. 


Thus was this poor gentlewoman’s mea- 
fure of affli&ion complete, not only to 
have undergone all which has been re- 
lated, but to have added to it the cha- 
rater of a bad and wicked woman, when 
till this time, fhe was efteemed as a moft 
deferving perfon. In candour to Fowler, 
he could not be blamed; what could he 
do? what would any man have done that 
was fo circumftanced ? Mrs. Golding foon 
fatisfied him; fhe told him fhe would not 
ftay in his houfe, or any other perfons, as 
her confcience was quite clear, and fhe could 
as well wait the will of providence in her own 
houle as in any other place whatever; upon 
which fhe and her maid went home, Mr, 
Pain went with them. After they had got 
to Mrs. Golding’s the laft time, the fame 
tranfa&ions once more began upon the re- 
mains that were left, | 
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nine gillon cafk of beer, that’ was in the 


‘cellar, ‘the door being open, and no i 
it, turned upfide Gown” 


or pail of water that flood on the floor, 
boiled like a pot. | 
A box of cede fell form. a fhelf i in the 
kitchen to the floor, they rolled out, but 
mone were:broke. | 

A’ round ' mahogany table: overfel >in “thie 

| 
“Mr. Pain then defired Mrs. Golding to fend 
her maid for his wife to ‘cone to them, when 

was gore ‘all was quiet; upon het return 
fhe was immediately difcharged, and no 
ifturbances have happened fince ; this was. 
‘between fix and ‘fever on Tuefday 
At Mrs. Colding’ 
of three pails full glats, china, &c.. 
Mrs. Pain‘sthey filledtwo pails, 
ends narrative; a true, cir- 
gain fantial,: and faithful. account. of which 
dbhavelaid before the public}; for fo doing, 
hppe! to,:efeapé its cenfure; Ihave neither 
enaggerated; or diminifhed,, one circum 


{lance to my knowledge; and have en- 
A dea- 
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deavoured as much as pofflible, throughout 
the whole, to ftate only the fas, without 
prefuming to obtrude my gpinion on them. 
If I have in part hinted any thing that may 
appear unfavourable to the girl, it proceeded 
not from a determination to charge her with 
the caufe, right or wrong, but only from a 
ftri& adherence to truth, moft fincerely 
wifhing this extraordinary affair may be 
unravelled, 


The above narrative, is abfolutely and 
ftriétly true, in witnefs whereof we have 
fet our hands this eleventh day of January, 


1772. 


MARY GOLDING. 
JOHN PAIN. | 
MARY PAIN. 
RICHARD FOWLER. 
SARAH FOWLER. 
MARY MARTIN. 


The otiginal copy of this narrative, figned . 


as above, with the parties own hands, is in 
the hands of J. Marxs, Bookfeller, in S¢. 
Martin’s Lane, to fatisfy any perfon who 
chufes to apply to him for the infpe€tion of 
the fame. 
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